Church-Mardens. 


Exciting them to the 


iſcharge of their Duty, 
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AND 
Anſwering the Pretences that are 
made for the Neglect of it. 
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Thon ſhalt not 


St. Matth. v. 33. 


forſiuear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform 
unto the Lord thine Oath. 


By FOSEPH HOOLE, 
Vicar of Haxey, 
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1 AN 
ADMONITION 


1 O 


Church-Mardeus. 


Ns the Wiſdom of the Church of 


ES England appears in every Thing, 
Ao eſpecially in the Rules and Me- 
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4 thod of her Government and 
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Diſcipline. This Church being ot 
ual Extent with the Nation, is divided into 
wo Provinces; either Province into ſeveral 

Dioceſes; each Dioceſe into ſeveral Archdeacon- 


ries; and each of theſe (to name no other Di- 


viſions) into ſeveral Pariſhes. In each Parith, 


ſides the Spiritual Paſtor, whoſe Office con- 


miniſtring the Doctrine, and Sa 
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and Db of Ohriſt, in preſiding in all the 
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Parts of Divine Worſhip, and in ſhewing his 
Fock the way to Heaven, there are two or 
more Church- Wardens; whoſe Office eonſiſts 
in taking Care of the Fabrick, Gcods and Poſ- 
ſeſſions of the Church, in obſerving the Con- 
duct and Behaviour both of the Paſtor and Pa- 
Tiihioners, and in making true Reports or Pre- 
ſentments to their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, when 
they legally enquire after the Fhings and Per- 
ons that their Ortice extends to. Which Of- 
fice, if it was but as duly performed as the 
am intends and preſumes, would be the moſt 
effectual Method, not only to ſecure our 
Churches, and the Houfes and Revenues that 
belong to them, from any Injury or Diminu- 
tion through Diſuſe or Encroachment, Neglect 
or Uſurpation, to guad againſt. any Contempt 
or profane Ufage of any Thing dedicated to 
the Service of God, and to provide every 
Thing neceſſary for the Solemnities of Di- 
vine Werſhip but alſo to ſuppreſs that Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality which all good Chri- 
ſtians fo juſtly lament and complain of kx. 
As to their Charge and Power, with rela- 
tion to the Fabrick of the Church, its Re- 
pairs and Ornaments, and all ſuch Things as 
are required by Law, for the more ſolemn and 
decent Performance of God's publick Wor- 
ſnip, they are furniſned with particular Dire- 
ctions in divers Printed Books; particularly in 


— > 


— 


* Canons xxvi, and exv. 


one publiſhed by a Right Reverend and Learned 
Prelate, the preſent Lord Biſbop of London, under 
the Title of Viſitations Parockial and General: 
And in another publiſhed by the late Reverend 
Dr. Prideaux, Dean of Norwich, with the Title 
of Directions to Church-Wardens ;- to which they 
ſhould be recommended, and ſollicited, after 
their careful Peruſal of them, to conſider how 
much we are indebted to the Piety and Devo- 
tion of former Ages, for thoſe noble Piles of 
Building, ſo convenient and fit for the publick 
Worſhip of God, which we have only Occa- 
ſion to repair and preſerve. And as we ought 
to do this out of Gratitude to our Anceſtors, 
ſo it is a Debt that we owe to Poſterity ; for 
by repairing their Decays in Time Winch. pits 
us to {mall Charge) we provide againſt a much 
greater Expence, that would ere long fall upon 
thoſe that ſucceed us. They muſt alſo confeſs, 
when they conſider the Nature of Man, that 
their Devotions are raiſed or damped, main- 
tained or interrupted; according to the Security 
or Danger, the Uncleanneſs or Decency of the 
Places in which they perform them. And it is 
plain enough to unprejudiced Perſons, that the 
Plate and Veſtments, and other Things which 
the Law requires our Churches to be furniſhed 
with, are of more Conſideration than to be al- 
together neglected, alchough they had been en- 
tirely left to the Choice and Diſcretion of the 
Parith : But ſince conſtant Enquiries are made 
about them in the Ecclefraſtical Courts, upon 
fhe Oath of -Chrreh=Wardens;-they-mult-needs 
think themſelves obliged to provide them, and 
| 1 8 
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6 An Admonit ion 
to keep them always whole, and clean, and 
decent. 5d 

And as to the Charge that goes along with the 
Office of a Church- W. 
the Pariſh-Miniſter, his Houſe, or Glebe, and 
the Rights and Profits of his Living, his Per- 
formance of the publick Offices of the Church, 
or his private Conduct and Behaviour, it is not 
the Deſign of theſe Papers to give any other 
Direction, than to refer the Officers to the Ca- 
ung and Rubricks, and Viſitation Articles, which 
will be a ſufficient Guide to them. Only, as 
they are publiſhed with a Deſign to ſerve the 
Cauſe of God and Religion in general; and as 
the bad Examples of thoſe that ought to be 
Precedents to their Flocks, are of the moſt 
perniciofis Conſequence, they would leave it to 
the Conſideration of the Church-Wardens of 
thoſe Pariſhes, where it is their Misfortune to 


live under the Miniſtry of an irregular Clergy- 


man, whether they ought not diſcreetly and re- 
ſpectfully to put him in Mind both of his Du- 
ty and their own.; and if he do not reform 
what is amiſs in his Conduct, whether they 
ſhould not think themſelves obliged by their 
Oath, to repreſent the Matter very honeſtly and 
fairly to their Ordinary, as the Church of Eng- 
land ſeerns to require * of every one that hath 


Knowledge of their Offences. 
But it is the principal Deſign of this Admoni- 


tion, to turn their Obſervation upon the Lives 


1 


* 
—— — 


arden, with reſpect to 


to Church-Wardens. 7 


and Conduct of the Pariſhioners, and to urge 

them to conſider what ſtrict Obligations they 

are under, to admoniſh ſuch of them as live in 

any ſcandalous yg or Vices, and to pre- 
t 


ſent thoſe whom they do not obſerve to be 
reformed and amended ; ſuch as common Sweay- 
ers) and Drunkards, thoſe that profane the Lord's- 
Day, or habitually neglect the publitk Worſhip of 
God, or the Holy Communion, thoſe that are 
guilty of Adultery, or Fornication, or any kind 
of unclean or lewd Living; thoſe that neglect to 
ſend their Children and Servants to Church to be 
Catechiſed, or that are chargeable with any other 
habitual Neglects or Immoralities, which ate a 


lowed to be of Ecclefiaſtical Cogtiſance. © 
It is very well known, that when they enter 


upon their Office, they take a ſolemn Oath to 


this Effect, They ſwear that they will truly and 
faithfully execute the Office of a Church-Warden 
within their Pariſh, according to the beſt of their 
Skill and Knowledge, and preſent ſuch Things and 
Perſons, as to their Knowledge are preſentable'b 

the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Realm. Whic 

muſt certainly bind them, ſo long as they con- 
tinue in Office, to inſpect the Lives and Con- 
verſation of their Pariſhioners. It is 

notorious, that when they exhibit any Preſent- 
ment to the Ordinary, they take another Oath 


to this Purpoſe; They ſwear that the Preſent- 


ment they exhibit, is a true and full Preſantment 
of ſuch Perſons and Things within their Pariſh, as 


they know to be * by the Ecclefpaſtical 


Daus of this Realm. 
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8 Ai Admonition 

And if they be but once ſworn, (as the way 
ſometime is) namely, at their Entrance upon 
their Office, faithfully to execute the ſame, and 
ro make ſuch Preſentments as by Law they are 
bound; they are no leſs obliged by that ſingle 
promiſſory Oath, than they would be if they 
were alſo expreſly {worn to their Preſentments 
when they exhibit them. e a | 

Certain it is, that they are as ſolemnly bound 
as Heaven and Earth can bind them, to make 
faithful Preſentments, without concealing or 
neglecting any Thing or Perſon preſentable, 
out of Fear or Favour, or upon the Account 
of any Reward or Relation whatever; or wirb- 
out repreſenting any Thing to be otherwiſe, 
than they know it to be from their own Obſer- 
vation, or really believe it to be upon the Re- 
ports af publick Fame. 


Now in order to this, the Church has taken 


due Care that fit Perſons may be choſen to this 
Office, * and hath provided that they may not 
be ſurprized with any unexpected Calls of their 
Preſentments, by limiting the Times when they 
are to be made ||. But yet ſhe allows. them 


the Liberty to preſent as oft as they ſhall 


think meet; ꝗ that Offenders may not paſs un- 
puniſhed; by deferring Preſentments to the uſu- 
al and ſtated Times. She hath alſo directed 
them, as to the Crimes that are to be pre- 
ſented; which are, not only ſuch as they know 


* Canon txxxix and xc. Can. exvi. 
7 Can. Cx. 
| 2 to 


liable to no Proſecution for fo doing . 


cl .. _-+1 Can. 


to Church-Wardens, 9 


to be committed, but alſo ſuch as they know 
there is a publick Fame of *. And that they 
may not think of paſſing over their Preſent-. 
ments to their. Succeſſors, ſhe requires the old 
Officers to exhibir their Prefentmenrs before the 
new ones are ſworn +. And leſt they ſhoult 
omt their Duty, by the haſty making of their 
Bills at the Time and Place of Viſitation, ſhe. 
hath charged the Viſitants to deliver to them a 
Book of; Articles, either when they are ſworn 
to their Office, or when they are ſutùmoned to 
the Viſitation, to the, end chat they may have 


- 


Leiſure to peruſe it, and to frame their Preſent- 


ments at Home, adviſedly and truly, like hineſt 
Men . And to deter them from the wilful 
Neglect of their Duty, the forbids the Mipifter 
in that Caſe to give them the Holy Commu- 
nion ; and the Ordinary is alſo required to 

roceed againſt them, as Perſons gui . of wil- 
5 Perjury,**. But on the other Hand, t 
encourage thoſe that are better diſpoſed to do 
their Daty, ſhe hath provided that they ſhall Be 


- 
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All this. Care hath the Church taken; which 


as it juſtifies her. from the Imputations of ber 


Officers that neglect their Duty, and difpe 
* 5 Pg IRIS 13 AER 
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* Can. Cxyii. | + Can. Cxviii f Cay 
ri. ** Can, exvii. 


Enemies, ſo it aggrayates the Crime of thoſe 
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10 An Admonition 
But one would hope that Perſons of ſo good 


Senſe, as we may generally ſuppoſe the Church- 


Wardens to be, would more honeſtly and con- 
ſcienciouſly diſcharge their Duty , eſpecially if 


they would but attend to the following Confi- 


derations. 
I. If they would ſeriouſly reflect upon the 


Nature of an Oath, they would form better 


Judgments of it, and take it to be ( as it really 
is) a Buſineſs of more Weight and Moment , 


than to be fo groſly neglected and diſregarded, as 


it common is. When Men take a Promiſſory 
Oazh, ſuch as that with which the Church- 
Wardens enter upon their Office, or an Aſer- 


tory Oath, ſuch as that upon which they exhi- 


bit their Preſentments; they lay their Hands 
upon the Holy Goſpels, and kiss the Book. The 


Senſe of which ſolemn Rite, when drawn into 


Words, is this: Ve now ſtand in the Sight aud 


Preſence of that God, fo whom all Hearts be 


open, aud from whom no Secrets are bi, and as 
ever we expect that he ſhould help and ble rs in 
this World, or ſave ws in the next, we oblige our 


Flues honeſtly to perform what the Church doth 
| 2 expect from us: Neither Fear, Favour, nor 


e, our own Intereſt, or any other 725 
Pre- 


ſent ments, or affright us from making ſuch as are 
rue, or temp us 10 ave ths. 
ty Promife and Underjake. We appeal to the 


great God, whoſe Nature and Will is made mani- 


Jeſt in this Sacred Book, both as a Witneſs of our 
Truth and Sincerity, and as a Fudge t0 16, 


* WG 
* +> 
* * 


F ave be guilt any groſs and wilful Neglect, 
rs or 33 ae ow if — all this, 
Men are falſe to their Oath, it is eaſy to ob- 
ſerve what they forfeit. They at once give up 
all their Hopes of God's Favour and Bleſſing in 
this World, and in the next. They do as it 
were call upon God to curſe: them, to blaſt 
them, to {er an indelible Mark upon them, for 
the Affront that they offer to their Maker, and 
the Prejudice which they bring to Truth and 
Religion. What ſtronger Obligations can they 
la mſelves under, than the Oath of God? 
What can be more prefumptuous than the Sin 
of Perjury ? If they appeal but to Men for the 
Truth of what they ſay, and utter thoſe Things 
that are notoriouſly known to be falſe, it muſt 
be one of the greateſt Affronts they can offer 
them. What then mult it be to appeal to the 
Knowledge, and Truth, and Juſtice of God, and 
after that, ſo groſly to neglect and diſregard what 
they have appealed to him about? 


II. The Confideration of the Plainneſs of 


their Duty, ſhould excite them to regard and 
diſcharge it. If it could bear a Queſtion hat 


their Duty is, or whether they were not under 
the ſtricteſt * to perform it, they 


might have ſome Colour for neglecting it: But 
the Caſe is quite otherwiſe. They know by the 
Canons which they find in Church, and 


by- the Rubrick which they in every Com- 


mon- Prayer-Booł, and in the Book of Articles 
Which they have in their own Hands, what 
they are to enquire after , what their Duty 

| 15, 
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12 . An, Admonition 


is, and by "wing Oaths they are bound to per- 
form it 
Let us ſuppoſe that the Articles of En 

mould be an Bom the Biſhop, or his Nad 
deacon, to every particular Church-Warden, 
with Orders to conſider well of them, as be- 
ing ſuch Enquiries, to which he muſt upon 
Oath return diſtinct Anſwers before him in his 
Viſitation. EO by Word of Mouth, (asthe 
ancient Teer Synodalet did *.) And theſe 
following tho be ſome of che e 


I. 25 Fa 


1s there any in your Pariſh that i is a common 


Swearer? 5 
Is there any in your Pariſh that i is a common 


Dninkard! Pos 
Is there any in your Pariſh that lieth under a 
common Fame, or vehement Suſpicion of 
Adultery, Fornication, or other Uncleanneſs? 
Are there any in your Pariſh that neglect the 
publick Worſhip of God on the 'Lord's- 
Day ? 

Are there any that habirually neglect the Ho- 
ly Communion? 
Are there any that profane the Lor#&:Day, 
by doing their own ordinary Work, or by Sports 
and Recreations, or that ſuffer their Children or 


Servants {o to do:? ? 


—— 
—Þ 
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Are there any Parents or Maſters, that neg- 
lect to ſend their Children and Servants to the 
Church, to be Catechized by the Miniſter ? 

Are there any that behave themſelves irreve- 
rently in Time of God's publick Worſhip, and 
do not ſtand up, or kneel down, or make not 
| ſuch Anſwers, as they are ordered to do in the 

Book of Common-Prayer ? | 


Suppoſe (I ſay) that every Church-Warden 
ſhould be called by Name before the Ordinary, 
and ſhould take a ſolemn Oath to return direct 


and true Anſwers to each of theſe Queſtions, 


viva voce, in the open Court, how many are 
there that would give Negative Anſwers, if they 
ſcrioufly conſidered the Obligation of their Oath, 
the Plainneſs of the Enquiries, and the Cafe of 
their Pariſhes? If a Church-Warden was to 
anſwer any of theſe Enquiries to an ordinary 
Friend in his own Houſe, in the way of com- 
mon Converſation, he would not have the As- 
ſurance to give ſuch Anſwers as he knew to be 
contrary to the Truth. And does his anſwering 
them upon Oath, to a Perſon who has Autho- 
rity to propoſe them, either obſcure the Mat- 
ter, or take off his Obligation to ſpeak the 
Truth? It is really very ſhocking to conſider 
the true and full Senſe of moſt of the Preſent- 
ments that return oπ½ bend. It is as much as 
to ſay, We do ſolemnly affirm in the Preſence 
of God, upon the Oath we have taken, and 
the Hopes that we have to be faved, that there 
is not a common Swearer or Drunkard in our 


=: Pariſh: 


-_ 


It is honourable indeed, not only to act under 


14 - An Admonition 
Pariſh: There is not one Perfon in it, who is 
known, or vehemently ſuſpected to be guilty of 
Fornication, Adultery , or any unclean or lewd 
Practices: We do folemnly — upon the Faith 
of Men and Chriſtians, that every Perſon in 
our Pariſh duly frequents God's Publick Wor- 
thip, and frequently receives the Holy Commu- 
nion : There is not one Perſon in it who pro- 
fanes the Lord's-Day, or ſuffers his Children 
or Servants to do ſo: Every Parent ſends his 
Children , and every Maſter ſends his Servants 
to be publickly Catechiſed ; and every one of 
our Pariſhioners performs the Duties of God's 
publick Worſhip with all due Reverence: And 
in a word, we neither know of any Perſon, nor 
of any Thing, that is preſentable in our Pariſh : 
And all and every Part of this we ſolemnly de- 
clare to be true; and as a Teſtimony thereof, 
we fer our Hands to it in the Preſence of God 


| Almighty, who knows our Hearts, and will at 


laſt judge and reward us according to our 

Thoughts, Words and Actions. I refer it to 
every Man of Senſe and Sincerity to judge, 
whether this be not the true Import of ſuch 
Preſentments; and leave it upon the Conſci- 
ences of thoſe that make them, to conſider 
whether the Caſe be ſuch in the Pariſhes from 


which they are returned. 


III. As the Plainneſs of their Duty ſhould 
move them to perform it, ſo ſhould the Dig- 
nity of their Office excite them to diſcharge it. 


the 


to Church-Wardens. 15 


the Laws and Governors of the Nation, but, to 
be ar engaged in the Cauſe of God and 
Religion, to enter into a Confederacy againſt 
the Powers of Darkness, to be the glorious In- 
ſtruments of delivering the Souls Men out 
of the Snares of the Devil, and reducing them 
into the Service of God, which is perfect Free- 
dom. Beſides this, the Reputation of this Of- 
fice is raiſed by the Notice which the Laws of 
the Land have taken of thoſe that are called to 
it, enlarging their Power, and extending it to 
ſeveral Things in common 'with other Civil 
Officers; for as much as they are ſuppoſed to 
be Perſons of the beſt Character, Wiſdom and 
Experience in a Pariſh, that are recommended 
to the Court for their Church-Wardens. 


IV. The Law hath not only made this an 
Office of Dignity, but alſo of . Truſt. Church- 
Wardens are joined with the . Miniſter, in the 
Government of the Pariſh. It appears from 
the Canons before cited, that the Church hath 
committed the Repreſſing of Wickedneſs, and 
the Maintenance of Religion and Virtue in eve- 
ry Pariſh, to the Miniſter and Church-War- 
dens, in ſuch à Manner, and hath by indemni- 

ing tem only in the Proſecution of this Work, 
ſo fully expreſſed her Dependance upon them., 
both as to their Sufficiency and Integrity, that 
ſhe barely its other Perlons to concern them- 
ſelves in this Affair; and this Permiſſion, in the 
Senſe of the Learned, is not to be underſtood 
as an Invitation to, but as a Negation of this 
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Act. If others are ſo Officious to inform a- 
gainſt their Neighbours, and fail in their Proofs, 
It is at their Peril, they are obnoxious to the 
Penalties of the Law ; but it is otherwiſe with 
Miniſters and Church-Wardens ; as to the Pre- 
ſentments which they exhibit, all the Rules, 
both of Charity and Government, preſume that 
a do nothing therein of Malice, but for the 
Diſcharge of their Conſciences; and therefore 
they are not to be troubled for them, nor is 
any Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal Judge to ad- 
mit of any Complaint, Plea or Suit againſt them. 
Should they not then think themſelves bound 
by the Rules both of Juſtice, and Honour, and 
Izgennity, to execute the Truſt repoſed in them? 
Which Truſt is ſtill greater, ſince Parochial Vi- 
ſetations are very much diſcontinued, or not ſo 
conſtant as they formerly have been. There 
are indeed many Church-Wardens all over the 
Nation that are Gentlemen, and conſequently 
ſhould have more Honour than to betray their 
Truſt; and many others are very boneft and 
worthy Perſons, and which one would hope, 
would not violate their Oaths upon any Score. 
But it may juſtly be feared, that there are alſo 
many who are more careleſs and negligent, and 
that need to be ſollicited by all proper Argu- 
ments to do their Duty. And every one of 
them is capable of diſcerning the Obligations 
they are under, in Point of natural Juſtice, to 
anſwer the Expectations of thoſe, that out of 


their good Opinion of them, entruſted 3 
w 


to Church ar dent. 17 


with thoſe Concerns that their Office obliges 
them to regard. It is upon the Score of this 
Truſt, that they are ſtiled the Wardens or Guar 
dians of the Church. They ſhould therefore 
conſider, that in all other Caſes , 'A2 Breach of 
Truſt fixes an odious and ill Character upon a 
Perſon: And is Unfaithfulneſs here more inno- 
cent, or leſs ſcandalous, than in other more 
common and ordinary Caſes? Or rather, is it 
not more odious and criminal to deceive the 
Church and their. Neighbours, God and the 
Wan ente. no n u flaw af 

Suppoſe that the Societies for the Reformation of 
Manners; ſhould entruſt, Two of their Mem- 
bers in every Pariſh, to inſpect the Behaviour 
of the People, and to inform them of, ſuch 
Things as are ſcandalous and odious both to 
Heaven and Earth; and they, quite contrary to 
their Truſt, neglect to make their Obſervations, 
or, obſerving, neglect to give Information to 
thoſe that would take the moſt W and pro- 
per Methods to reform them, Would not ſuch 
be reputed unworthy to continue in the So- 
ciety? And yet they only break their 1 
but Church-W ardens, by neglecting their Du- 
ty, break a ſolemn Oath, by which they have 
bound themſelves to God and the Church, con- 
ſcientiouſly to regard their Duty. What there- | 
fore muſt they be thought to deſerve, but ſuch 
Eccleſiaſtical: Cenſures, and Civil Puniſh- 
— as the Laws in that Caſe have pro- 
v | = | 
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V. The careful Diſcharge of this Office would 
take off the Reproach that is thrown upon the 
Church of Esgland for want of — — 
When it is obſerved, that and bad pro- 
miſcuouſly crowd to our Altars; and that no 
Notice is taken of ſcandalous Perſons; when 
thoſe that appeared to have no Senſe of God 
or Religion, bur lived in the conſtant Neglect 
of all publick Worſhip, are buried with the 
ſame Solemnities that are ufed at the Funerals 
of the moſt exemplary and pious, it gives Men 
mean and low Ideas of the Church, and of her 
Laws and Governors. And we have no way 

to anſwer our Adverſaries but this, to point out 
the Laws which are made for rhe Govern- - 
ment of the Church; which if were duly 
executed, would take hold of the Perſons com- 
ined of, and fee therm either effectually re- 
„or legally excommunicated ; and then 
the Objection would be clearly removed, and 
the Reputation of the Church, in Point of Pu- 
rity 11 Diſcipline, would riſe in P ion. 
But this will never be effected, till the Church- 
Wardens conſcientiouſly perform their Duty; 
and therefore as they are Chriſtians, and Church- 
men, they ſhould think themſelves obliged 


to it. | 


VI. Beſides, the Honour of their Maker is 
very much concern'd in this Affair. When 
they act upon Principle, and acquit themfelves / 


like Perſons of Credit and good Conſcience, 
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God is not only honoured by the Religi 
Regard which they pay to their ſacred Oaths, 


but Modeſty and Virtue, Piety and Religion, 
are then 1 2 to meet with ſome Counte- 


nance, and will be leſs liable to the Dangers of 
thoſe Inundations of Vice and Debauchery, 
that the Neglect of their Duty does too much 
encourage. It is true, God is able to aſſert his 
own Cauſe in an extraordinary Manner. He 
could arreſt a wicked Perſon in the very Act of 
Sin, and make him a.dreadful W to all 
about bim. He has rained down Fire and 
Brimſtone from Heaven. He has opened the 
Earth to ſwallow up wicked Men in their Sin, 
and ſent them quick to Hell: And ſo he could 


ſtill do; his Power is not abated; his Juſtice 


and Severity againſt Sinners is ſill the ſame; 
only now. in the different State of his Church, 
God chuſes to act by, other Rules. Since his 
Religion bas been confirmed by a Train of 
Miracles, and is taken under the Protection of 
the Powers of the Earth; he now ex that 
his Vicegerents ſhould be nurſing Fathers to it, 
and reſtrain by their Civil Power the . 
and incorrigible; but how ſhall they do it, un- 
leſs thoſe that are put in Authority under them, 


by: whoſe Eyes t 3 and by whoſe Hands 
act, will faithfully diſcharge the Truſt re- 
— in them ? And how ſhall ſubordinate 
agiſtrates, or Eccleſiaſtical Judges, proceed 


in = Execution of the Laws, unleſs Matters 
be brought before them in a legal Way? And 


how ſhall we expect this, if the Perſons Fen | 
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3 | ted and appointed by the Law, to obſerve the | 
W | Manners of the People, do groſly and wilfully | 
neglect their Duty, and give not due Informa- 


D 


ö tion to their Superior 


4 VII. Finally, The Conſideration of the good 
=_— or bad Influences and Conſequences of their 

—_— Care or Neglect, both with reſpe& to others 

4 / and themſelves, in this World and the future, 
= ſhould ſollicit them to regard their Oaths, and 

1 — * Conſciences clear and — — 4 

wit fury, or partaking with wicked Perſons 
in the Guile of dose Thi gs that want to be 

reformed. The Neglect of their Duty, and 
Contempt of their Oaths, is a very bad Prece- 
denr to others, and gives too much Encourage- 
ment, not only to the common Vices which 
they neglect to preſent, but alſo to the horrid 
Sin of Perjury. But on the contrary, their 
conſtientous Reſpet to the Oath of God, 
ſnews all about them a good Example, and ex- 
Cites them to more Care in diſcharging the ſe- 
veral Offices upon which they enter with the 
like Solemnity, as well as in the Depoſitions 
they make in either Civil or Criminal | Cauſes, - 
in Courts 6f Juſtice. Beſides this, with Reſpect 
to themſelves, as on one Hand, by their Neg- 
les, they not only loſe their Credit and Re- 
putation, and render themſelves obnoxious to 
the Penalties of our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil 
Laws, but alſo make themſelves acceſſary to the 
Sins of their Neighbours, ſhare deeply with 
them in the Guilt, and become liable _ 
ah ; iſmal 
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mal and eternal Conſequences of God's Diſ- 
r ap in the future State: So on the other 

and, when they conſcienciouſly perform their 
Duty, without Prejudice or Partiality, out of a 
rational Zeal for the Honour of Chriſtianity, 
and a true Principle of Love to God, and the 
Souls of their Brethren, they not only recom- 
mend themſelves to the Regard and Eſteem of 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, but alſo to the Fa- 
vour of God Almighty, and will at laſt find 
themſelves entitled to the Reward of thoſe 
that have turned many to Righteouſneſs. 

But, for as much as we cannot ſuppoſe that 
ſo many of the better Rank of Men, all the 
Nation over, ſhould ſo conſtantly agree in the 
ſame Neglects, unleſs they had ſomething to ſay 
for themſelves, or thought they were upon one 
Account or other excuſable; Let us conſider 
what may be faid in their Behalf; and it is not 
a ſingle Excuſe that is made, but ſeveral Things 
are urged for that Purpoſe. | 


1. And firſt, ſome fay, If they ſbonld 
their Neighbours, it — L ered as _ 
ftance of Malice or I- Mill. But the Reaſon of 
that Cenſure is the Neglect of the Du- 
Ler I. but 5 theſe wer my con- 
_ dently, wha fincere Regard to God's Ho- 
nour, and the Good of their Neighbours,. and 
their Behaviour will ſufficiently convince all that 
know them, that they bear no II- will to their 
Perſons, although they cannot ſhew any Fes 
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= for their Crimes. They may at the ſame 
ime hate the Sins, and bear an undiſſembled 
Affection for the Sinners; and this they cannot 
expreſs more effectually, than by rakjtg ſuch 
Meaſures as ſhall ſtop them in their Career, and 
not ſuffer them to go blindfold into an amazing 
Eternity. 3533 27, 


2. If they ſay, It puts their Neighbours to 
Charge and Trouble. Let them conſider whoſe 
Fault that is: Muſt an honeſt and conſcienti- 
ous Man neglect his bounden Duty, to fave an 
ill Neighbour a few Miles Riding, or a little 
Money? Let him either reform upon the 
friendly Application, and private Admonition 
of the Officers, or thank himſelf for the Con- 
ſequences of doing their farther Duty. : 


= 7 they fear the Diſple aſure or ill Offices 
that theſe Pre ſentments may expoſe them to: Let 
them be laid in the Balance with the Diſplea- 
ſure or Favour of God Almighty. It is their 
Buſineſs to do their Duty, and truſt the Conſe- 

uences with divine Providence. But theſe bad 

eturns can be feared no longer than the ill 
'Habirs continue, which they endeavour to re- 
form; which happy Effect can be no ſooner 
-wrought , than their Curſes and III-will ſhall 
turn into Bleſſings and good Wiſhes, - 


4. It would be too great a Diſparagement to 
their Senſe, to ſuppoſe them ſeriouſly to urge, 
that this is doing as they would not be done 9355 
i! TR. or, 


for, at this Rate, no iſtrate muſt animad- 
vert upon, or puniſh a Criminal. - The- Rule 
in ſuch Caſes is to be taken with this Varia- 
tion, of doing as we ſbould be done by. 


5. They are of the loweſt Claſs that ſay, They 
do as others did before them, and ſtill do all a- 
bout them. For this may be ſaid in very bad 
Caſes, fach as Drunkenneſs, Blaſphemy, and 
ten Thouſand Villanies. We ſhould not follow 
a Multitude to do Evil. And if many others 
neglect their Duty, the more are we obliged to 
regard ours; which if we do not, as we follow 
them in their Neglect or Crimes, we ſhall alſo 
ſhare with them in their Puniſhments, -And is 
it not likely to bring down a - heavy Load of 

Vengeance upon Mens guilty Heads, when 
Multitudes, at the Expence of their Oaths, 
conſtantly connive at the moſt flagrant Inſtances 
of Immorality and Profaneneſs? 


6. Ir is a little more ſubtle to argue, That our 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiors F with their Obli- 
gations, for as much as they ſeem to connive at, 
and take no Notice of their Neglects or Omiſſions. 
But this cannot be, it is not in their Power to 
diſpenſe with Mens Oaths: And although they 
do not proſecute Officers for neglecting their 
Duty, yet that Neglect is ſinful, as well as fol- 
lowing the Devices and Deſires of our own 
Hearts, is ſo in the Sight of God, although he 
does not immediately execute his Threats upon 
us; nor can we therefore conclude, that 
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takes away our Obligations to a » righte- 
TOO 0p 


7. As to the Argument that is drawn from 
long Diſuſe, it rather ſerves to-aggravate than 
excuſe this Neglect of Preſenting , ſince this 
Neglect is the very Occaſion of that Diſuſe. 


$. It is not to be allowed that theſe Oaths 
are adminiſtred and taken with Reſerves. This 


indeed would relax their Obligation , and ſer 


Men as much at Liberty, as if they never took 
them. But it is quite contrary to the End of 
impoſing them, which is the Security that the 
Things - ſhall be done, which in the plain and 


lireral Senſe are contained in them, and to 


which the Government muſt needs intend that 
they ſhall be obliged by them. 


9. If they ask, To what Purpoſe they ſdould 
preſent ſuch Things as the Court either cannot, 
or will not proſecute ? Since as to Things preſented 

common Fame, the Power of the Court is 
reſtrained by the Statute ; and as to notorious 
Fatts, of which there is the Confeſſion of the 
Parties, or undeniable Evidence to prove them, 


Matters are often made up they know not how; 


and that Part of the Church which is moſt con- 
cerned, receives no Satisfaction about the Repen- 
tance of thoſe that were preſented. 


"_ — * 5 


* 17. Car. 1. C. 11. 


—* 
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be granted, that ſince the making of the Ca- 
nons in the Year 1603, the Practice of the Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Courts has been altered by Act of 
Parliament. The High Commiſſion Court has 


been fince aboliſhed, and the Oath ex officio has 


been taken away *; fince which, the Preſent- 
ments upon Common Fame have received a 


eat Abatement. And it is far from the De- 


| gn of theſe Papers, to lead or direct Church- 
a 


rdens to do thoſe Things which would ra- 
ther diſturb the Peace, than promote the Purity 
of Pariſhes. Ill-natur'd or uncertain Reports are 
not ſufficient Grounds for their Preſentments, nor 


ſhould they . expoſe themſelves or their Neigh- 


bours to Expence or Vexation, in Caſes where 
there is Room for Chriſtian Charity to judge 
favourably. * Ir is alſo to be confidered, that 
the Rules of Law, and Dictates of Friendſhip, 


are of different Conſideration : The Law will 


not animadvert upon every Thing that a Frieud 
may. think fit to reprove : And therefore when 
Advice is lighted, or Admonitions are not pre- 


ciſely obſerved, it does not follow that the 


Neglect of theſe is an Infraction or Contempt 
of the Law, or that 'our Governors will puni 

thoſe that are not ſo wile to be directed by their 
trueſt and moſt judicious Friends. But yer, when 


Perſons are vehemently ſuſpected of any lewd 


4 


* — 


= 13. Car, IL Chap. 12. 
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As to the firſt Part of this Pretence, it is to 
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Principles or Practices, forbid by the Canons. 
and ſubject to the Cognizance of the Eccleſia - 
ical Courts, and either the Miniſter or.Church« 
Wardens, or both together in friendly Sort ad- 
aiſh them, they will either awaken them to 
more Care and Circumſpection; or if they till 
rſiſt in the Courſes that firſt raiſed, and now 
engthen the Suſpicion, they cannot be liable 
to the Imputation of either Raſhneſs or Malice, 
in preſenting them as ſcandalous, and labouring 
under a common Fame of thoſe Crimes, from 
the Suſpicion of which, aſter Knowledge of 
their being ſuſpected, they take no Care to 
clear themſelves. | 
And as ta the other Part of this Pretence, 
we often ſee the good Effect of Preſentments, 
in the publick Penances which the Perſons pre- 
ſented ry perform in our Churches, 
as well as in fuch juſt and proper Cenſures, as 
the Caſes preſented require, and which ſerve as. 
a Warning to others; and no doubt prevent 
many of thoſe Lapſes which we ſhould other- 
wiſe have the ad Occaſions to obſerve, But 
be that as it will, let the 8 non, by 
layi ** in a proper wa re their Or- 
Ka diſcharge their iences, and deli- 
ver their Souls; and let the Officers act as they 
will anſwer it to their Superiors, or at a higher 
Tribunal than theirs. 2 Ea 6h, 


10. It may perhaps be pretended, that The/e 
Preſentments are not made in the Eccleſiaſtical 
Cturts, becauſe the Officers of thoſe Courts we 
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obſerved to proceed without 2 Regard to the 


Reformation of ſuch Abuſes, Neglects or Crimes, 
2 are preſented in them, in a very crude and 


formal way, minding little elſe but their own Pro- 
Bat this is a wrong way of Reaſoning, ro 


argue from the Faults obſervable in ſome 42 
in 


ticular Officers, that the ſame will be foun 

them all; and it is no leſs uncharitable than falſe. 
Let us appeal to Experience and Obſervation, 
and we ſhall find great Numbers of not only 
learned, but very wiſe and worthy Perſons, en- 
truſted with the Cognizance of Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, who take Care that the Diſpatches of 
all Matters that are brought before them be re- 
gular and honourable, and that there be no Oc- 
caſions given for any juſt Complaints of Grie- 
vance or Oppreſſion. Beſides, it muſt. be 
granted, that the Officers of theſe Courts are as 
much entitled to their legal Fees, as the Officers 
of any Civil Courts are to theirs, and ſhould 
be no more blamed for taking them, than a 


Labourer for taking his Hire. As to the Me- 


thod of Proceeding, they are tied down to that 
by. Rules of the Court; and if the Forms 
of the Inſtruments or Orders which they make 
out, be conſidered without Prejudice, they will 
be found very pertinent, grave and ſolemn. 
And after all the Clamour made againſt them, 
it would be found upon Trial, that if Miniſters 
would appear for their reſpective Pariſhioners, 
when they are called into theſe Courts upon 
their Preſentments, a very great Regard would 
be paid to their Repreſentations. Ar their In- 
E C3 © 
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ſtance, in many Caſes, the Perſons preſented 
would meet with a proper and ſuitable Admo- 
nition, and be put to no farther Charge or 
Trouble, unleſs their own wilful Neglect or 
Contempt make it neceſſary. But ſhould the 
Pioſecu ion prove ever ſo ſevere and expenſive, 
the Church-W ardens would not be reſponſible 
for that, nor ſhould they incur the wilful Guilt 
ot Perjury, in order to prevent it. = 


11. Nor need they fear, that The Confequen- 
ces of doing their Duty in a prudent and Chriſti- 
an Way, will prove any Prejudice to the E = 
blifhed Church, or increafe the Schiſin, by filling 
the Conventicles, or ſeparate Meeting Houſes , 
with thoſe that by this Means are driven out of 
the Church. For if they be ſcandalous and ob- 
ſtinate, it will be no Reproach to the Church 
to caſt them out, nor any Credit to thoſe of 
another Communion to take them in : What 
Reputation can habitual Swearers or Drunkarde, 
Whoremongers or profane Perſons, or thoſe 
that are noted for any ſcandalous Neglects or 
Enorm:tizs, bring to any Society of Chriſtians, 
till they be reformed ? And when they are truly 
ſo, there will be little Danger of their running 
out of one Sin into another, and falling into 
'the Snares of Schiſm, after they are delivered 
from the Chains of other Sins, purely becaufe 
their Spiritual Paſtor, and Chriſtian Neigh- 
bours, took the beſt Methods in their Power 
for their Deliverance. But if this ſhould prove 


the unhappy Conſequence of it, yet as the 
| A Church- 
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Church-Officers would not be curable 
with it, neither ſhould they do one Evil 
revent another, but the Part of honeſt 
en, and good Chriſtians, and leave the Iſſues 
to the Providence of God, and the Conſcien- 
ces of the Perſons concerned. 


12. There are indeed other Courſes that may 
be taken to check Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
ſince very good Laws have been made againſt 
them. But this. of Preſenting, them muſt be ta- 
ken; thoſe Laws neither can, nor ever were 
intended to diſpenſe with the Oaths of Church- 
Wardens, or take off their Obligations; they 
are an additional Proviſion made for the Ho- 
nour of God and Religion: They ſhew , that 
in the Senſe of the Government, there is a Ne- 
_ ceſlity of ſuppreſſing Irreligion and Wickedne6s, 

and all prudent and proper Methods are to be 
taken for that ate 


13. It would reflect too much upon our Le- 
iſlators, as well as upon our Laws, and the 
Methods of Proceeding in Criminal Cauſes, 
both in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to ſay, 
Compulſion is not a proper Method to be taken in 
the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue ; which muſt ei- 
ther be the Matter of Mens Choice, or it cannot 
be acceptable to the Almighty. We are here to 
conſider, that the Church of Chriſt eſtabliſhed 
amongſt us, is 2 viſible” Society, of which as 
Chriſt is the ſupreme inviſible Head, ſo next 
and immediately under him. our Kings (from 
an! C 3 whom 
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whom the Biſhops derive all their Civil Power) 
are the ſupreme and viſible Heads, as appears 
from our Laws, and Canons, and Articles * - 
And, theſe in Subordination ro Chriſt, have | 
Power to regulate Mens outward Conduct and 
Behaviour in Religious as well as Civil Mat- 
ters. And when they by their Laws require 
their Subjects to repair to the publick Worthip 
of God, to hear his Word preached, ro make 
2 publick Confeſſion of their Chriſtian Faith, 
to go to the Holy Communion , or the like, | 
they neither exceed their Commiſſion, nor do | 
the leaſt Injury to their Subjects: For, admit 
that ſome would neither go to the Holy Com- 
munion, nor to the publick Worſhip of God, 
were they liable to no Penalties for their Refu- 
ſal: And that whilſt they go thicher only to a- 
void thoſe Penalties, they cannot thereby re- = 
comment themſelves to the Divine Acceptance. f 
becauſe this their Compliance is a bare exter- 
nal Action, not reſulring from any Love to | 
God, or any Senſe of their Duty to him, or | 
from any Hopes or Deſires they have of imm 
proving in Knowledge or Grace; yet neither „ 
can they be acceptable to God, whilſt they ha- ES 
bitually and wilfully abſent themſelves from his 
publics Worſhip. And beſides, if Authority — 
interpoſes, and brings them to the Church, or 
the Holy Communion, a bad Habit is thereby 


— 


— 


» 24 H. VIII. c. 12. 25 H. VIE C. 19, 20, 
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broken, and a better introduced. The Laws 
made in Behalf of Chriſtianity are executed; 
and being brought into God's way, we may 
hope he will meet with them, and ſurprize 
them with good Impreſſions, and bring them at 
laſt to a better Senſe of Things. - * | + 
Further, with Regard to thoſe Inſtances in 
which Authority interpoſes it ſelf, to reſtrain 
or direct Mens outward Behaviour, they ſuffer 
no Prejudice; for as on one Hand they are not 
obliged to do any Thing ſinful, ſo on the other, 
they are not obliged to forbear _— lau- 
ful. They are not ſuffered to affront God, or 
the Government, or to do what is highly Pre- 
judicial to themſelves, and their Neighbours: 
The Laws forbid Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, 
common Curſing and Swearing, Working and 
Sporting upon the Lord's Day, lewd and filthy 

Talk or Behaviour, and ſuch other Things as 
they themſelves muſt confeſs to be vile and 
wicked, baſe and diſhonourable. And although 
their inward Inclinations them to theſe 
Immoralities, which they abſtain from purely 
for fear of the Laws, and therefore are 
looked upon as guilty Perſons in the Sight of 
God, yet theſe outward Reſtraints ſecure that 
Regularity and Decorum, which infinitely more 
becomes them as reaſonable Creatures, than 
the —_— and Gratification of theſe Vices. 
And as the external Forbearance renders them 
leſs Criminal in the Eye of the Law at preſent, 
ſo it will make their Damnation more tolerable: 
x laſt. And therefore upon the whole, there is 
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no Compulſion or Reſtraint to be complai 

of, which does them any Prejudice as Men or 
Chriſt a "TORT 


14. It is ted, that Several Laws 
which the — of l are — 
were originall ly intended againſt the F apiſts. But 
this cannot be pretended of the Laws againſt 


. 


other, are obliged to do what thoſe 
Laws were provided to ſecure, there is not the 


P 
ſenti themſelves from the Church, and for 
eee the Hol Communion. 
It is true 1 


| ent that the Laws made 
affect Proteſtants, till b 
| they are expreſly CT 
But beſides this, they are not abſolutely ex- 
empted from the Penalties of either, but only 
their Compliance with- certain Terms and 
tions; for want of conforming to which, 
great 
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great Numbers of them are not entituled to 
that ee x-ope And further, this Act is not 
to be pleaded in their Excuſe or Favour, when 
they habitually neglect all publick Worſhip, e+e. 
Nor does it grant them the leaſt Indulgence as 
to any Inſtances of Immorality and Profane- 
neſs, of which whoſoever are guilty, whether 
they be Papiſts or Diſſenters, of any Commu- 
nion, or of no Communion, they ought to be 
Preſented. . | 


15. Some indeed are pleaſed to urge, that 
The Times will not bear ſuch ſtrict Animadver- 
fron upon Peoples Lives, as all theſe Arguments 
and Exhortations ſeem to have in View. Not 
conſidering, that this is a Point which does not 
belong to Church-Wardens, but their Gover- 
nors to determine. But as bad as the Times 
are CO to be, it is to be hoped ay will 
bear that a Man ſhould be true to his Truft, 


and his Oath, and not be forſworn to God and 


his Church. But as to thoſe that will ſtill urge 
the Iniquity of the Times againſt that Strictneſs 
of Diſcipline that is much to be deſired, -_ 
might do well to reflect a little upon the Diſ- 


cipline of the Primitive Church, when Perſons 


guilty of Adultery, habitual Intemperance, or 
any other notorious and ſcandalous Sins, were 
excluded the Church, and ſome of them in 
ſome Churches, were not reſtored to Peace 
and Communion again, unleſs they gave the 
eateſt Teſtimonies of their Repentance, by 
rayers and Tears, and Proſtrations, by Au- 
ſterities, 
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ſterities, Patience, and good Works, and by an 
entire and chearful Submiſſion to the Diſcipline 
| of the Church, for the Space of fix, or ten, 

or twenty, or thirty Years, unleſs in the very 
Article of Death. And yet theſe were Times 
of the moſt cruel Perſecutions, when Chriſtians 
met with all kinds of temporal Diſcouragements 
to perſevere in the Profeſion of their Religion. 
When we therefore compare their Diſcipline 
with our own, and find that the Penances im- 
poſed upon the greateſt Sinners of theſe Times, 
- . who ſubmit to the Cenſures of the Church, 
are not ſo great as thoſe performed for the ſmal- 
leſt Errors of the Primitive Times, we ſhall be 
aſhamed to complain of any Severities that are 
now uſed. 


16. But, may not the Church-Wardens hope, 
and wait , the Amendment of à bad Liver, 
which is as likely to be the Conſequence of their 
' Forbearance, and prudent Reproof and Admoni- 
tion, as of 4 — 757 4.6 — K argeable Proſe- 
cution? Tis true, better Effects are often ob- 
ſerved to follow private and friendly Applicati- 
ons, than ſuch Courſes by which Mens Vices 
are expoſed, their Intereſts diſobliged, and their 
Paſſions provoked. And therefore have Pariſh 
Officers Time and Liberty allowed them, to 
try how they can work upon them, before they 
be obliged to preſent them: But when they find 
them irreclaimable to the moſt diſcreet and 
obliging Methods, they cannot then have any 
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Grounds for the Hopes here pretended, but 


muſt confeſs that there is greater "Pro babiliry of 
| brioging about their Reformation, by referring 


them to their Superiors, than by ſu them 
to go on withour Check or Controul. es. 
there are ſome Offenders which the Officers are 
not at the Liberty to paſs by, whatever Hopes 
they may have of _ Repentance; and they 


are Perſons that have been 7 of F ornica- 


tion, or Adultery; for the Church being ſcan- 


dalized at theſe Offences, ſhould by the publick 


Penance of the Perſons, be ſatisfied of their 
Penitence, and better Senſe of Things; but that 
32 be 7 27 enjoined by — but the 

; and thoſe appear unwilling to give 


| as "Church that Satisfaction, will be able to 
give very little Evidence of their true 2 


Tance. 


To fay, | They afs by. Gated wake 6 
we ets of Miniſters, why may not the 


| 2 95 . the like Indulgence ? is to ex- 
euſe one Fault with another. There are indeed 


ſeveral of the Canons, which. ſeem not at all o 
be conſidered and obſerved by : fa 
ſome of ker gt kx Be 1 

iſts, through. gene 

are grown oblelete, Dy their ia Obligation 
abated e eB; to their Neg- 


een — 
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lect of thoſe that are ſtill in Force, it may not 
be any Fault of theirs; they do not perhaps 
read publick Prayers on Wedneſdays, Fri 
days, or Holy-Days, becauſe the Pariſhioners do 
not attend them. Nor do they Catechiſe ac- ' 
cording to the Rubrick, becauſe Parents neg- 
le& to ſend their Children for that Purpoſe : 
But if they break the Canons in ſuch Inſtances 
as are plain Irregularities, they ought no more 
to be connived at, than any of their irregular 
Parifhioners. by | 


18. Well, but Suppoſe Church-IWardens ſhould 
preſent ever ſo fairbfath on the Canons, Ru 
bricks and Viſitation Articles, which it is granted 
they may have Ability and Opportunity to con- 
ab ; yet the Oath goes further ſtill, and takes 
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in every Thing that they know to be Preſentable 
7 the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Realm, which- 
ie 


quite out of their Way, they neither have 
the Books, nor underſtand the Languages in 
which they are written. It is true, that by the 
Oath ir appears, that theſe Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
are the proper and legal Rule and Meafure of 
their Preſentments; but yet fince the Articles 
of Viſitation are drawn up by ſuch Perſons as 
are well acquainted with thoſe Laws, it may 
be ſuppoſed, that they take in the principal 
Things which they are empowered by thoſe 
Laws to enquire after, and nothing elſe ; and 
| would. faiths 
fully anſwer theſe Enquiries. And as on the 
| | r 
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thoſe Immoralities and Neglects, which they 
know to be contrary to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws: 
So as to other Things which either come not 


to their Knowledge, or which they do not 


know to be contrary to any Eccleſiaſtical Law, 
they are not under the like Obligation. But if 
they are deſirous to know what is ſtill further 
preſentable by thoſe Laws, their Enquiries will 
meet with Competent Satisfaction in ſome late 
Books, publiſhed in our own LANSUAge *. And 
if in the mean Time ſuch Things happen in 
their Pariſhes, that they may think to be Pre- 
ſentable, but which they are not perfectly ſa- 
tisfied about, they can hardly have the Oppor- 
tunity of adviſing with any that may be better 
| _ to reſolve them than their Pariſh Mini- 

er. 


19. But finally, If this be a Matter of that 


Conſequence nnd Neceſſity that is here pretended, 
why do not Miniſters take Care to preſent ſuch 
Things as the Court ſhould take Cognizance of ? 
They are good Fudges of the Occaſions that fall 
out for doing it; they may be ſuppoſed, of all 
others, to act with the leaſt Prejudice, and with 


2 Regard and Concern for the Health of 


ens Souls. It would be well indeed, if any 
would do it in a Chriſtian and legal Way; and 
Miniſters may do it; but where the Church- 
Wardens, or conſcientious Pariſhioners are ſo 
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well diſpoſed, they may much better do it: It is 
frue, as the Canon obſerves, 4 Miniſters are 
the Perſons that ſhould have the chief Care 
for the ſuppreſſing of Sin and Impiety in their 
Pariſhes ; they are principally concerned to cul- 
tivate and encourage Religion and good Man- 
ners amongſt their People: They muſt needs 
remember the ſolemn Exhortation which the 


Biſhop made to them, when they were admit- 


ted to the Sacred Order of Prieſtood *: Nor 
can they well forget the ſolemn Promiſe which 
at the ſame Time my made to the Biſhop, 
and the Church of God; and as they are ſen- 
ſible of the Obligations they are under, it is to 
be hoped they are in a conſtant Diſpoſition to 
regard them. But the Church did wiſely con- 
ſider, that they cannot be ſuppoſed to mix with 
all ſorts of Perſons, and to ſee and hear every 
Thing that may need Reformation, and there- 
fore the hath called in the Church-Wardens to 


their Aſſiſtance, as Perſons upon whom they 


may depend for Information of the Principles, 
Neglects or Irregularities, that fall not under 
their own Obſervation. She conſidered alſo, 
that Spiritual Perſons would chuſe to uſe Spi- 
ritual Naa, in the Management of their 
Cures; and would rather promote their Mafter's 
Intereſt by Perſuaſion than Compulſion, and 
try to ſtop and reduce thoſe that go wrong 


+ Cn. cxiii. 
Ferm of ordering Prieſts. 


EY 


by private Rebukes and Admonitions, or 
friendly Intreaties and Importunities, rather 
than by Preſentments and Proſecutions : And 
therefore hath ſhe left them more at Liberty to 
take ſuch Methods, as in their Chriſtian Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Prudence they may think moſt pro- 


per: And yet to prevent the ill Conſequences 


that might attend too much Lenity and Indul- 


. „ ſhe hath more ſtrictly obliged the 


hurch-Wardens to preſent ſuch Things and 


' Perſons as are Preſentable; and ſuch eſpecially 


as upon Trial are found incorrigible to more 
rivate and friendly Applications. And as the 
iniſter takes Care both to exerciſe and pre- 
ſerve the Power which the Law hath given 
him in the Choice of Church-Wardens, and 
ſuffers not that Choice to turn upon the Order 
of their Habitations, or any other Circum- 
ſtances, than their ſober and religious Deport- 
ment: So it may well be preſumed, that he 
will ever be ready to act in Conte with them, 
to adviſe, to encourage, to aſſiſt them; to join 
with them in their Inſpection of, or Enquiries 
after, the Behaviour and Deportment of their 
Pariſhioners, in admoniſhing thoſe that are ei- 
ther notorious for, or by good Men very much 
ſuſpected of wicked Principles, or evil Habits, 
in ſhowing them what Obligations they are un- 
der to take due Notice of ſuch Things; and 
if they neglect their friendly Warning, what 
Neceſſity they will be under to refer their Caſe 
to the Cognizance of their Superiors: And 


when they are under that unhappy Neceſſity, 
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the careful and vigilant Paſtor will either go a- 
long with them, or direct them in the Diſ- 
| charge of their Duty, and will alſo apprize the 
Ordinary ( who is to iſſue out a Proceſs upon 
their Preſentments ) of the very Truth of the 
Caſe, with its ſeveral Circumſtances, that he 
may better underſtand what Method is fitteſt to 
be taken, in order to amend and reform the 
Things that are brought before him. Now all 
this is ealy and practicable, and can by no 
Means juſtly expoſe the Miniſter, or his Church- 
Wardens, to the Cenſure of either Weakneſs 
or II-will; ſuch a conſtant and uniform Con- 
duct would at once be an Argument of ghar 
Integrity and Zeal, Prudence and woes Baan 
promote the Intereſt of Religion and Virtue 
amongſt them that are under their Care and 
Inſpection. And thoſe that are ſo weak to be 
offended with them, ſhould conſider, that as 
the Miniſter is charged, fo the Church-Wardens 
are ſworn to preſent habitual and ſcandalous Of- 
fenders; and if they are ſtill fo ill diſpoſed to 
cenſure them for fo doing, it will be very evi- 
dent that they are no true Friends to the Perſons 
concerned, they are not 5 5 Chriſtians at the 
Bottom; they might as well be angry at thoſe that 
laid hold apon a diſtracted Pa, when they 
ſaw him going to ſet his Houſe on Fire, or 
throw himſelf down a dangerout Precipice, or 
lay violent Hands upon himſelt. 


To conclude , when Church-Wardens ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the Plainneſs of their Duty, the 
Dignity 
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Dignity of their Office, and the Truſt and Con- 
fidence that is repoſed in them; how much the 
Reputation of the Church, and the Honour of 
God is concerned, in their acting honeſtly or 
unfaithfully, what Conſequences their Care or 
Neglects draw after them, relating both to this 
World, and that to come: When they conſi- 
der the Weakneſs of the Pretences or Excuſes 
that the Contempt of their Oaths is grounded 
upon, how little they will avail when they come 
to be urged or expoſed at the Tribunal of an 
omniſcient and impartial Judge, it is to be ho- 
* that they will need no other Arguments or 

otives, to perſuade and engage them to act 
like honeſt Men; and in Purſuance of their 
Oaths, to make Head againſt that Proſaneneſs 
and Immorality which is fo boldly acted in Op- 
poſition to the Laws of Heaven and Earth, in 
Contempt of the publick and private Admoni- 
tions of their ſpiritual Paſtors, and Chriſtian 
Friends, in Deſpight of the Rules of the Gol- 
pel, and the very Dictates of common Senſe 
and Reaſon. 3 
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APPENDIX 


O take away the Plea of Ignorance 

from Church-Wardens, and to convince 

them more effectually of their Duty. 

it hath been thought proper to refer them to 

ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Laws, by which the Negledts 

and Yices, which they have been admoniſhed to 
take due Notice of, are Preſentable. 

As to the Po wer which Biſhops exerciſe them- 
ſelves, or which they grant to their Chancellors, 
Archdeacons, Commillaries, &c. it is ſo well 
k19wn to be founded upon Immemorial Cuſtom, 
aud general Practice, the Grants of our Frinces, 
and the Statutes of the Realm, * that we are not 
to ſuppoſe the Church-Wardens will raiſe any 


Queſtion about it. 


6 
” 


— 


*25 Een. VIII. Cap, 19. 1 Elis. Caps 1. 
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And as to the particular Laus that require 
theſe Things to be preſented, it were eaſy to 
ſhew, that the ancient Eccleſiaſtical Canons and 
Conſtitutions made or received here, and con- 
firmed by the Statute, * do both forbid them, 
empower the. Ordinary to enquire after them 
upon Oath, and require thoſe that are ſworn 
for that Purpoſe, to preſent them. 

Bur as it would be needleſs to point out 
thoſe Canons to ſuch Perſons as have the Books 
in which they are contair'd, fo it would be to 
little Purpoſe to refer thoſe to them, who have 
no Opportunity of conſulting them. Beſides, 
there ſeems to be no great Neceſſity for it, 
ſince it may be thought ſufficient to ſhew, thar 
they are preſentable * by our preſent Canons, 
which are publiſhed in Ezgli/h, and bound up 
with the large Common-Prayer-Books in our Pa- 
riſh Churches and Chapels, where the Church- 
Wardens may have conſtant Acceſs to them, 

and where they ought to hear them read over 
by the Miniſter once every Year f. 

And ſince it is eaſy to conſult them in every 
Church, it is leſs neceſſary to tranſcribe them 
into theſe Papers, which by all convenient Bre- 
vity, were from the firſt intended to be made 
ealy or tolerable to thoſe, who may be leſs pa- 
tient of longer Diſcourſes. Let it ſuffice then 


— 
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only to refer to the Number of the Canons, 
by which they may be eaſily found, and which 
bo: me prove the Thing for which they are 
quoted. 


And Firſt, Adultery, Whoredom, Inceſt, or 
any other Uncleanneſs , although ang * be pu- 
niſhable by the ancient Laws of the Kingdom, 


yet they are ſo confeſſedly ſubject to the 


Cognizance of the Spiritual Court, that one of 
our Statutes 1 hath expreſly forbidden the Tem- 
poral Courts to grant Prohibitions to take Cauſes 
of this Nature out of this Court; and that Vices 
of this Kind ought to be preſented there, is evi- 
dent by Canon Cix. 


2. Drunkenneſs is a Vice againſt which ſe- 
veral Statutes have been provided ||, and which 
is alſo ſubject to the Cognizance of our Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Ordinances : Witneſs Canon cix. 


3. Profane and common Curſing and Swear- 
ng, are not only condemned by expreſs Sta- 
tutes, under proper Penalties, + but are alſo 
preſentable in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, as appears 
from Canon cix. 


— 


— 


* Coke Inſt. 3. 205, 206. 18 Elz. C. 3. 
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| ſave one, after the Order for 
tion of the Lord's-Supper in the Book of Common- 
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4. As to the due Obſervation of the Lord s- 
Day, it is provided by Canon xiii, and xiv; 
which ſuppoſe and require the Attendance of 
all manner of Perſons within the Church 
England, upon the Publick Worſhip of God. 
And herein they are ſo far from being con- 
trary to the Laws of the Land, that ſeveral 
Statutes. have been made to provide for the 

etter Obſervation of the ſame , and to oblige 
all Perſons that are come to Years of Diſere- 
tion, conſtantly to repair upon that Day to 
ſome Place of God's publick Worthip +. 


F. The Neglect of the Holy Communion is ano- 
ther Inſtance of Irreligion, that our preſent Ec- 
c/-ſiaſtical Laws have provided againit: And 
they require every Pariſhioner to Communicate 
at leaſt three times every Year, and eſpeci 


at the Feaſt of Eaſter, under the Penalty " 


Danger of the Law; as appears from Canons 
xxi, xxii. and CXil and from the laſt Rubrici 
the Adminiſtra- 


Prayer. 


1 


* 1 Car. C. 1. 3 Car. C. 4. S. 22. 16 Car. I. 
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6. Thoſe 
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6. Thoſe Parents and Maſters who neglect 
to ſend their Chilaren and Servants to the 
Church, to be Carechized by the Mmiſter, of- 
fend againſt our Eccleſeaſtical Laws, and are 
liable to be preſented and cenſured for that 
— lect, as will appear, by conſulting the Second 
ck after the Church Catechiſm, and the 
lx Canon. 


7. It is alſo evident, that thoſe Perſons who 
behave themſelves irreverently in the Times 
and Places of Divine Worſhip, act a. re to 
our Rubricks and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, 
and are preſentable by them; Witness the XYIll, 
and the CXi Canons. 


8. In a word, every open and notorious evil 
Liver, is to be repelled from the Holy Table, 
by the Rub ick before the Communion Ser- 
vice, and is preſentable upon the vi and cix 
Caron. 

Nay, thoſe that lie under a common Fame, 
or vebement Suſpicion of ſuch Crimes as are 
puniſhable by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, are alſo 
preſentable by the cxv and cxvii Canons; and 
rherefore do our Eccleſiaſtical Ordinaries gene- 
rally enquire after thoſe Perſons, who by com- 
mon Fame lie under ſuch Imputations, in the 
Articles of Viſitation delivered to Church-War- 
dens, by way of Charge and Direction. 
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* 1 Decency and Order in Publick Worſhip re. 


commended in three Diſcourſes preached at 
Hereford, by the ſame Author. 8 v. 

9. Mr. Bayly's Sermons on ſeveral Occahons, 
in 2 Vols. 8vo.... .. 

10. Archbiſhop of Cambray 7s 
concerning the nowledge and 2 of . 
and other holy Exerciſes, &. $vo, |. -.. 

11. Berkeley's three Dialogues een Hylas 
and Philonous; 1 Deſign of which is e to 
demonſtrate che Reality and Perfection of hu- 
man Knowledge, the incorporeal Nature of the 
Soul, and the immediate Providence of a Deity, 
in Oppoſition to Scepticks and Atheiſts. 8 vo. 

_ ..I2. The Devout Soul: In two Parts, conſiſt- 
ing of Meditations, Poems, Hymns, and Pray- 
ers upon ſeveral Occaſions. By Thomas Coney, 
D. D. 8vo. 
. Mangeys Practical Diſcourſes Wer 
27 Lord's- Prayer. 8. 

4. Dr. Lucas's Enquiry after Happineſs, in 


2 Vale 820. - ... 
TIS. 2. + = + ATV Sermons on ſeveral Occa- 


Tang, in 2 Vols. 8wo, 
16. - - His Duty of G 12700, 
117. < = Plain Man's Guide to Heaven, 
12m. 


18. Influence of Converſation, wich 
the Regulation thereof. 120. 
19. Mr. Ray's Perſuaſive to a holy Life, $20. 
20. Dr. Vf. Holy Living and Dying. . 8v0. 
21. - - - - His Golden Grove. 121m. 


